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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, JA 

SUBJECT: PREFABRICATED HOUSING IN HOKKAIDO 


REF: STATE 108004 


1 . CONSULATE SUBMITS FOLLOWING INFORMATION AS AN ADDENDUM 
TO EMBASSY RESPONSE TO REFTEL. 


2. THE HOKKAIDO PREFABRICATED HOUSING CONSTRUCTION ASSN 
INFORMS US THAT AFTER A THREE- YEAR SLUMP, PREFABRICATED 
HOUSING IN THE PROVINCE IS EXPECTED TOMAKE A STRONG COME- 
BACK IN 1978. YEARLY UNIT PRODUCTION FIGURES ARE: 6,482 
IN 74; 5,375 IN 75; 5,042 IN 76; 5,21 1 IN 77; 6,000 
(ESTIMATE) IN 78. PREFABRICATED HOUSING CONSTITUTES 
ABOUT 6 PERCENT OF TOTAL HOUSING CONSTRUCTION IN HOKKAIDO. 
THIS FIGURE IS EXPECTED TO GROW AS SALES PROMOTION AND 
DISTRIBUTION NETWORKS EXPAND OUTSIDE OF THE MAJOR CITIES. 

IN 1977, 56 PERCENT OF PREFAB HOUSING WERE WOODEN STRUC- 
TURES; 28.3 PERCENT WERE CONCRETE; AND 16.1 PERCENT WERE 
IRON AND STEEL REINFORCED. THE MARKET IS EXPECTED TO 
CONTINUE THIS CMPOSITION IN THE FUTURE. 


3. SEVENTY PERCENT OF PREFAB HOUSING IS PRIVATELY OWNED 
WHILE 30 PERCENT ARE GOVERNMENT OWNED OR APARTMENT 
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HOUSES. CONSULATE HAS NOT FOUND LARGE PROJECTS IN THE 
PROVINCE AS ENVISAGED IN REFTEL BUT LARGE HOKKAIDO LOCAL 
FIRMS INDICATE STRONG INTEREST IN AMERICAN PREFABRICATED 
HOUSES PROVIDED THEY CAN MEET LOCAL REQUIREMENTS AS TO 
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS, LIVING STYLES AND CLIMATE. THE 
FOLLOWING HOKKAIDO FIRMS ARE INTERSTED IN CONTACTS WITH 
AMERICAN SUPPLIERS OF PREFABRICATED HOUSING: 
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MR. KEIKI KANAMORI, BUSINESS PLANNING SECTION 
K.K. KUWAZAWA 

1-BANCHO, 2-IO, 7-CHOME, CHUO, SHIROISHI-KU, 
SAPPORO, JAPAN 062 

MR. TOSHIKATSU FUKUSHI, ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION 
K.K. HAMANO KENZAITEN 

HIGASHI 5, KITA 3, CHUO-KU, SAPPORO, JAPAN 060 

MR. KIYOTADA TAKAHASHI, PRESIDENT 
MARUTAKA HOUSE KOGYO K.K. 

ISHIKARI KOGYO DANCHI, BANNAGURO, ISHIKARI-CHO, 
ISHIKARI-GUN, HOKKAIDO, JAPAN 

MR. YUKICHI MIYAKOSHI. PRESIDENT 
IWAKURA HOME K.K. 

OHDORI, NISHI 3-CHOME, CHUO-KU, SAPPORO, JAPAN 060 
FANTOZZI 
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